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Is Gogol Ukrainian or Russian writer? 

Introduction 

Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol is perpetually entitled "a Russian author" however his place of 

birth is Ukraine as well as Gogol ethnic and social foundation is completely Ukrainian. Of 

course, he composed the majority of his works in Russian however what an anguish it more 

likely than not been for him both on the entirely individual and on the abstract level to wear the 

veil of an outside society (Bojanowska, 89 – 100). It‘s more likely than not been especially 

agonizing since he depended monetarily on the forces that be, the forces that mistreated his local 

land as well as concealed his local tongue. People might create this endeavour in order to 

reconsider Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol's being "a Russian writer" not as a result of absolutely 

official basis or on the grounds that people are persuaded by loyal enthusiasm. People need to 

persuasively exhibit that with no knowledge the "Ukraininess" of Gogol's spirit it is not really 

conceivable to comprehend ‗the genuine Gogol‘ (Lounsbery, 259-280). 

 

Discussion 

Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol was a relative of a Cossack colonel Ostap Gogol, and Vasyl 

Gogol child, a bankrupted aristocrat, from the place where there is Poltavshchyna (Fanger, 72 – 

87).  
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The way Gogol saw the world was different because of his background. The Cossack 

group during the mid-18
th

 century, was still a capable solidarity, however in 1709 at Poltava after 

the thrashing of the Ukrainian Hetman Ivan Mazepa, trailed through abusive way of the Russian 

head in opposition to the Cossacks, the Cossack group was ethically broken furthermore was in a 

mess (Maus, 53 – 66). Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol is a result of the Ukrainian honour ability that 

was in decay as a nationwide wonder plus whiles a societal division in the mid-19
th

 century, plus 

therefore, they were in a profound decrease also. 

Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol, was a genius man, he went to the capital of a domain St 

Petersburg that, in the view of numerous, was a binding power remaining beyond over national 

interests. For Gogol, it wasn‘t an unconstrained choice, Gogol, made this stride intentionally, 

plus this dislodging was the motive, afterwards, of his official adjustment through a foreign that 

is Russian writing (Fanger, 72 – 87). Russian was the language in which Gogol wrote his books. 

In any case, in the event that we acknowledge the dialect a work of fiction is composed in 

as the main measure which decides to which writing either literary piece has a place, then we 

ought to respect H. Ibsen as having a place with Swedish writing as opposed to Norwegian, and 

Gabriel Garcia Markes as fitting in with Spanish instead of Columbian writing, to say only a few 

instances (Maus, 53 – 66). Mirgorod and Vechera Na khutore bliz Dikanki of Gogol are 

composed in Russian yet the perusers of the 1830‘s in Russian Empire viewed these books as 

‗Little Russian books‘ (Bojanowska, 89 – 100). 

Frequently Ukrainian literary critics say that Gogol is the intemperate child of Ukraine. 

Statements like this is  too uncompromising to be acknowledged with no doubts, especially 

therefore if one thinks the way that Ukrainian foundation of Gogol was viewed in the Russian 

capital like a test as well as was inside and out rejected (Fanger, 72 – 87). Gogol entire life was, 
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to a sure degree, a profound struggle. One does not need to do a great deal of examination to find 

the signs of this resistance perusing his letters to his dear companion. 

Then again, people ought not to overlook the way that he was fiscally upheld through the 

royal court, as well as being monetarily reliant effected Gogol spiritual condition. by the way 

Gogol novelette "Portret" (Portrait) by way of its driving subject of a craftsman offering his spirit 

to the evil spirit is a distinctively wonderful example, like a kind of collection of life story (Bely, 

Andrei, and Christopher, 82 – 115). 

Yevhen Malanyuk the Ukrainian essayist and poet views Gogol's workings in as a 

vengeance on "the colossal Russian writing" as opposed to its incredible accomplishment: " 

Tough were the imprint left on 'the considerable Russian writing' by Gogol's scholarly generation 

(Bely, Andrei, and Christopher, 82 – 115). Pushkin classically serene poetry ‗Dimmed‘ was; 

swung towards the region was the technique of writing from Pushkin's sunny domain towards the 

dull as well as battered territory of psychopathic melancholy; stamped was this essentially 

malicious plus noxious writing by means of all the pernicious signs (Lounsbery, 259-280). The 

destructive impact post-Gogol writing had on the decay plus collapse of the Russian Empire is 

clear in the direction of some at this point. Such was 'the horrible retribution' of Ukraine, plus it 

was achieved by means of her child, a man of virtuoso yet a handicapped one (Bely, Andrei, and 

Christopher, 82 – 115). 

Gogol writing style can be considered as extraordinary technique; (example of this is 

"Taras Bulba" a trademark case of Gogol's work composed in high style; unexpectedly, Gogol 

himself, who continued chipping away at it very nearly all through his whole artistic profession, 

considered it to be his real accomplishment), did not have a chance to completely create it under 
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the then's states Ukraine, and left his local nation to end up being a comedian (Bely, Andrei, and 

Christopher, 82 – 115). 

Gogol parody, conceived out of the warm, Ukrainian nationwide comedy, loses quite a 

bit of its benevolent and accommodating components exposed to the harsh elements and remote 

city of St Petersburg and transforms into a demoniac plus vindictive parody, in light of the fact 

that, in his own particular words, he could see just "the coarse and terrible foulness of coarse and 

revolting individuals (Bely, Andrei, and Christopher, 82 – 115). 

In this splendid analogy Gogol communicated the embodiment of his contention by way 

of his counterparts. Gogol's "nation colleagues" were Ukrainians; furthermore it is Gogol 

contention with them that beleaguered Gogol especially seriously (Korostelina, 293-315). Yes, 

Gogol was a Ukrainian who was always helped to remember being profited by profiting an 

outside area. Also, Gogol himself was certain that he all his life was committed to God. By no 

means did Gogol, in whichever situation tergiversate on him being a Ukrainian; for no reason 

Gogol try to conceal his connections with Ukraine, by his Ukrainian family line, by way of the 

Ukrainian citizens (Korostelina, 293-315). 

It‘s surely understood that Russia was constantly envious of different countries which set 

forward surprising individuals; yet earlier than the Bolshevik upset, there subsisted a criterion in 

Russia which wasn‘t as hard like the benchmarks of "communist authenticity" yet which all 

things considered were gone for levelling the whole thing up (Maus, 53 – 66). 

It is however usual that Gogol was toward the position start proceeded through Tolstoy 

along with Dostoyevsky. Gogol's works, notwithstanding amid his life span, went into the 

establishment of new Russian writing (Lounsbery, 259-280). His virtuoso saturates the vanguard 
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abstract developments in the west. However, Gogol can't be privatised whichever by means of 

east or by the west. There are no suitable motivations in the direction of attempt towards trap this 

beautiful bird, to cull the quills from his wings and place him in a pen in your own yard 

(Korostelina, 293-315). 

Gogol in the Soviet times, was wearing Russian clothing plus, allegorically talking, 

prepared to live in Moscow. An incredible however opposing and disputable essayist was 

decreased to a comedian who ‗reprimanded the average landowners' framework‘. He was refused 

as a spiritual spiritualist as well as minister, in Russian literature first of its kind, of coming back 

to the first Christian statutes. Gogol was emptied away disentangled and tackled by the Soviets 

as just a humorist, a Russian comedian that‘s all. It was this restrained furthermore injured Gogol 

that the Russians in 1952 raised a landmark to in Moscow. What's more, the platform conveys a 

ludicrous commitment: ―To the great Russian master of the word, N. V. Gogol from the Soviet 

government (Lounsbery, 259-280)‖ 

In the times over a significant time span people witness different responses towards 

Gogol from of Ukrainians, one of it that they think that Russian has "privatized" Gogol. Many of 

these people want make Gogol "a Ukrainian" writer by returning him back to Gogol 

(Korostelina, 293-315). Several wish to do it via studying complete textological research; several 

others want to do it through analysing Gogol‘s living in the minute‘s points of interest. Every 

one of them find things which are surely understood yet which have been darkened by trifling 

compositions and worn out perspectives. 

An outstanding Ukrainian social figure of the 1920s' Serhiy Yefremov tended to himself 

towards the debates of Gogol in his article "Mizh dvoma dushamy" (Between Two Souls). He 

comments by way of some lament that Gogol works urge a few perusers to grasp the Ukrainian 
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attitude, as well as give others contentions against such mind-set. on the other hand, Yefremov 

out of the blue experiences a change of inclination and betrays his new feeling and 

understanding, reaching an unforeseen assumption that: Gogol clearly had 2 souls —one Russian 

and other Ukrainian .  

From his Poltava side A clearer light falls on Gogol, from this side he witness the world  

his guardians, his sisters whom Gogol adored so sincerely, as well as for these people he was so 

touchingly minded (Korostelina, 293-315). There was a dash of otherworldliness in Gogol's 

family as well as progenitors, and the light of confidence smouldered with an unfaltering fire. In 

the moving expressions of Yury Shevelyov, an well-known Ukrainian artistic commentator, this 

light was practically smothered "at the sad intersection"; Gogol was gotten in a terrible quandary, 

and even his rational soundness was put to test when in an attack of gloom, feeling he was 

abused and misjudged and smouldered the original copy of the continuation of Dead Souls. 

Fundamentally his demise happened in a flat arranged near Maroseyka, a spot where Ukrainian 

touching base in Moscow stayed, and where they were mishandled as well as abused 

(Korostelina, 293-315). 

Conclusion 

In conclusion it can be said that Gogol should not be come back to Ukraine for the reason 

that after careful perusing of his works uncovers that, indeed, Gogol by no means left Ukraine. 

The time winds Gogol lived in kept him as of mooring at his local bank, as well as his looking 

for the otherworldly statures and social milieu continued shoving Gogol in the direction of 

conspicuous social focus in the direction of the Russian capital. Comparative things happened 

with such a large number of scholarly people in such a large number of nations in distinctive 

times. 



Surname 8 

 

Works Cited 

Bely, Andrei, and Christopher Colbath. 2009, Gogol's artistry. Northwestern University Press, 

51-54 

Bojanowska, E. M. 2007, Nikolai Gogol: Between Ukrainian and Russian Nationalism. Harvard 

University Press, 87-89 

Fanger, Donald. 2009, The Creation of Nikolai Gogol. Harvard University Press, 65-67 

Korostelina, Karina V. 2013, Mapping national identity narratives in Ukraine. Nationalities 

Papers 41.2: 293-315. 

Lounsbery, Anne. (2005), No, this is not the provinces! Provincialism, Authenticity, and 

Russianness in Gogol's Day. The Russian Review 64.2 259-280 

Maus, Derek. 2002, The devils in the details: The role of evil in the short fiction on Nikolai 

Vasilievich Gogol and Nathaniel Hawthorne. Papers on Language and Literature 38.1 76-

79. 

 

 


